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The Indian' Princess who United Two Nations
The 2000-Year-Old Historical Connection' between'’Ayodhya and
South'Korea—A True Love Story;

Dr; Zena Chung

There is 2 ach historicalandcultural bondingibetween'South Korealand the citylof Ayodhya,
considercd theoldescholycityof Indiaisibestknownas the bitthplace of Lord Ram:According
10 Korcanleeends, some 2000 yearsiagol(in 48 A), 1 6ayear-old Rrincess'Suriratna, daughter




ol the King of Ayodhya, went to Korea and married King Kim Suro. She ime to be
Lnown as Queen Heo Hwang-ok, The Korean history book, Samguk Yusa, b roention of
2 princess hailing from Ayuta,

\ceording to the legend, the 16-year-old Princess Sutiratna decided to <ot il from India
after her parents had 4 dream that a pious king, King Suro, awaited her arri ol 1 Gim Hae,
\ccompanied by her brother, Jangyu Hwasang, she landed on the east coast - Korea where
ing Kim Suro welcomed her with his army, as he had had a similar dream of 1o r arrival. They
were marred on 17_]\1“)‘ 48 AD.

The couple has 10 sons and two daughtets. Two of their sons took their mother's last name,
“Heo' while the others adopted their father’s last name, ‘Kim’. Today, these two e prominent

clans 10 Korea, and marriages between them are forbidden. The pagodas (s 1) of hoth
the Kie 2 and the Queen are in the form of large, round carthen mounds topp | " green
crass \ncient engraved memorial stones dedicated to the couple exists in Koo v 1y, but
thev aro a fow kilometres apart, in separate compounds, surrounded by bound i «walls and

maint: 2ed by the Government of South Korea. To this day, the royal couple is v shipped
with £ = at their pagodas, and many devout members of the Karak clan travel to [nlia cach
vear {0 an ancestor worship ritual in Ayodhya in the months of February and March.

z: :

K N |
15 - 18 E
T %

?\M‘ !_—i'e

R | f

2 ¥

|

T

S ) 7T A ERE

s

Princess Heo Hwang-ok a.k.a. Suriratna and Her husband King Suro
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Princess of Ayodhya—Qucen Hwang Hua-Ok

In an interview with the Asia Age on 27 January 2010, the First Lady of Korea, Kim Yoon-ok,
wife of former South Korean President, Lee Myung Bak, very proudly proclaimed that she is a
descendent of the Princess of Ayodhya, belonging to the Kachhwaha clan. [t is a coincidence
that Devisingh Shekhawat, the husband of the then Honourable President of India, Pratibha
Patil and the Lady Kim Yoon Ok, wife of the former South Korean President, both belong to
the Kachhwaha clan of the Princess of Ayodhya. If the President of North Korca, Kim Jong
Un, accepts an offer of filial relationship, India could be a welcome mediator between the two
Koreas now, as India had previously worked as a peace facilitator to terminate the Korcan War

that had started in 1953.
During former Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh’s ((2004—2014)) visit to South Korea in

A
' 2012, the First Lady, Shrimat Gursharan Kaur, was informed by a delegate that a few thousand
-‘\\ Indians were living in Korea. At this point, Korean President Lee Myung Bak’s wife, Yoon-ok
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Wi, corrected him by «aving that he was misinformed and that the aumber n
W b, beeanse she hersell conld trace her ancestey back to India, an b o

i areans who trace ther roots to Avodhva including her. South Karea has mos

wenple out ol s ovet Smillion people who trace their ancestey to King i o neen
p1ea the Indian Princessof Avodhya, Besides Korean President Fee Mynne Bl o
A Kim, thicinclades many high dignitaries such as the former Korean Proone e e e Mr

i Jong il and the tormer South Korean President, Kim Dae Jung,

N -
. &Y i o ANS 18 ) S .

Queen Heo Hwang-ok (aka Princess Suriratna) and King Kim Suro, Gimhae Gaya Theme Park

The South Korean Prime Minister, Mr. Kim Jong Pil, at the time of his official visit to India in
“prl 1999, attended a memorial service to King Kim Suro. At Ayodhya, in the compound of
the Kings’ Pagoda, two saplings were planted—one, by the Raja of Ayodhya, Shri Bimlendra
Mohan Prasad Misra and the second, by the District Magistrate of Faizabad, Ms. Aggarwal.
The Ceremony was addressed by Raja Shri Bimlendra Mohan Prasad Mishra, who did not
claim 10 be a descendant of the Princess, as his Brahmin ancestors had migrated from Bihar
zbout 300 years ago.

While researching the events of the First War of Independence in 1857, a few photos of the
st Rajput King of Ayodhya, Raja Man Singh, showed him in handcuffs, after he was captured
in Varanasi. He was Jater hanged by the British for allegedly supporting the Sepoy Mutiny.
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There wac no oftort made from the Indian side to trace the descendants of Raja Man Singh.
Hemever, the Korean clansmen have drested the DNA of people around Ayodhya and foun
matching results. Much effort is desired from the Indian side to trace the ancc iry of the
2000 venr-old history. India-Korea family bond deserves to be strengthened at varous levels,
in the mutual interest of both communities and countrics.

Ramn Rimlendra Mohan Pratap Mishra of Ayodhya, member of Ram Janmabhoo: it Teerthg
Keherm Trust, while talking to The Times of India in 2018, recalls how ties betwee + Ayodhy,
and Sonth Korea revived in the mid-1990s. He said that in 1996, a delegation rom Inje
Universite arrived in Avodhva to trace Queen Heo's lineage and in 1999, they invi «d him te,
South Korea’s capital and he was bestowed the highest honour, adding that he fc! proud t,
have plaved a kev role in brnging India and South Korea closer. “They trust me a1 < sent the

plague for Queen'’s memorial in my name.”

Today, South Koreans trace their origin to the Karak clan in the city of Gim Hz' in South
Korea. Choe Chong-dae, a columnist at Korea Times, wrote: “According to th ‘Samguk
Yusa', 2 13th-century Korean historical chronicle, India-Korea friendship began in 48 AD
when Prncess Suriratna journeyed from Ayodhya, India, to Korea to marry King “Zim Su-ro
and subsequently became Queen Heo Hwang-ok of the Gaya Kingdom (42-562 A D.)”.

Kim Byung-mo, a senior archaceologist and a professor at Hanyang University, So.:th Korea,
whose family (clan) originates from Gim Hae, shared his decades-long academic s :search in
the book portraying the Kims’ genetic link with the royal family of Ayodhya. He wrote that
Korea and India shared genes since the union of King Kim Su-ro with Queen Heo. There is
no solid evidence of this yet, but recent genetic studies have pointed out Queen Heo’s possible
link to India. The Samguk Yusa is the only source of this legend.

The Queen Huh Memorial Park was established in Ayodhya by the Uttar Pradesh government
in collaboration with the Gim Hae City of South Korea in 2001. It was inaugurated in 2022 by
the Korean Government. Covering approximately 2,000 sq my, it includes a meditation hall,
queen and king pavilions, pathways, fountain, murals and audio-video facilities. Since then,
several of the Karak dynasty descendants of Queen Hwang-ok as well as several hundreds
of Koreans visit Queen Heo Memorial Park to pay their respects. Queen Hwang-ok’s link to
India is luring South Korean companies like Hyundai, LG and Samsung to invest more in the
state. Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi Adityanath, signed an MoU with South Korea to
enhance bilateral relations in 2018 and another MoU was signed on May 23, 2023, with North

Gyungsang Province in South Korea.
The relationship gained further prominence when South Korean First Lady Kim Jung-sook

visited Ayodhya in November 2018 and also attended the ceremony to unveil Queen Hwang-
ok’s memorial on the west bank of River Saryu in Ayodhya that marked the start of a joint

project berween South Korea and India.
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1 ~t Family of Korea with Former President Shri Ramnath Kovind, Smt. Savita Kovind and Prime

1o

N
-
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Minister Shri Narendra Modi

v, there are monuments in the city of Gim Hae dedicated to the historical union of the
~an king and Indian queen. The Indian Government attaches great cultural value to this

onship between Korea and India and has been promoting both international and Korean
s,

(South Korean Prcsldent Yoon Suk Yeol (L) and First Lady Kim Keon Hee d dlsembark the presidential

plane at Palam Air Base in New Delhi for the G20 Summit in India on 8 September 2023.)
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The current South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol (left) shakes hands with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at their bilateral summit held at Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi, India on 10

September 2023 (Kim Yong Wii from the office of the President

Indiz and the Republic of Korea are two equally culturally opulent countries where traditions
are valued and inheritance is preserved. People of both countries strive to work hard to balance
the intricacies of the modern world and the customs of their forefathers. It is reflected in their
ifestyle, work culture, food, clothing and other aspects of life which is fascinating and calls

for 2 closer view.

At the Pran Pradshtha ceremony at Ayodhya Ram temple on 22 January 2024, the Ambassador
of South Korea to India, His Excellency, Mr. Chang Jee-bok and Kim Chil-su from South

Korea, belonging to Queen Heo's dynasty, were present.

Presently, an inidative has been taken up by myself, Ms. Seon D. Chung (aka Zena Chung)
as the Jounder & Director, of Global Diplomats Forum and Indo Korea Business Culture
Center (IKBCC), to further promote the Indo-Korean international relationship, further
strengthening the efforts of past several years to develop this cultural bonding in India. I am
happy 10 the proud recipient of the prestigious Dr. Sarojini Naidu International Award in

2020 by the AAFT University and Asian Academy of Arts,
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Dr. Zena Chung’s Official Visit to the Ram Temple, Ayodhya

Documentaries have been made by us in 2020 on the historical ties between India and Korea,
highlighting the marriage between Korean King Kim Suro, the founder of Gaya Kingdom and
also the Karak clan with the "Princess of Ayodhya', who later came to known as Queen Heo
Hwang-ok in Korea. The union of Korean King Kim Suro and Princess of Ayodhya, Queen

Heo Hwang-OK is a pious reality among two clans in South Korea, as true as the existence of
Lord Ram in India.

Brig. Naresh Bahadur Singh (Retd.) VSM, at a press conference on 19 April 2023 in New Delhi
informed the audience in his address that he belongs to a family which is the clan of Princess
Suriratna who had travelled to Korea. They are known as 'Kushwaha'. At Gim Hae, which he
visited during his official capacity as the President of the India Olympic Association when

the Asian Games was held in the city of Pusan (close to Gim Hae city), he was very warmly
welcomed by all Koreans.

In order to further strengthen the ties between South Korea and India and also as a great
tribute to the Hindu God of Ayodhya, Lord Ram, it is our endeavour to see that a Ram

Temple is constructed in the City of Gim Hae. This would strengthen Indo-Korea ties and
cultural bonding,

[

/
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Shri Ram Mandir, Ayodhya

This would further enlighten the South Koreans about the blood relationship of their Queen
Heo to Lord Rama. In this manner, Koreans would learn more about Lord Ram, revered by
the Indians, but is hitherto relatively unknown to Koreans, in spite of Queen Heo. Similarly,
Indians would get to know more about their Princess of Ayodhya, who is less known to
Indians whereas she has been widely recognised as Queen Heo Hwang-ok in Korea.

In a press conference on 28 April 2023 chaired by Dr. G.V. Rao, Senior Advocate of the
Supreme Court of India and the Vice President of India Society of International Law, he
introduced the panel and the audience to the idea of the construction of a Ram Temple in
South Korea as the brainchild of Dr. Zena Chung. Dr. Rao also mentioned that a 38-member
delegadon from South Korea had requested that Ayodhya and Gim Hae be declared sister cides,
which was accepted and officially declared by the Government of India and the Government
of South Korea. This would not only promote peace through interpersonal relationships but
would also “offer the flexibility to allow connections to form between communities that are

mutually beneficial and take on issues that are most relevant to the partners”.

-"P
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She found that Queen Heo is very well-known in Korea but not in India and Lord Ram, who
is worshipped by everyone in India, is not very well known in Korea. So, she wants to promote
the project so that there will be greater and stronger ties between India and Korea.

Several efforts, at various levels, are being made to strengthen relations between the two
nations by promoting business, trade, education, tourism and cultural activities berween the two
countries. Dr. Zena Chung’s India-Korea Business Culture Centre plans to open India-Korea
Business Culture Centers (IKBCC) all across India by opening one state one IKBCC centre
in India with the hope of establishing 30 India-Korea Business Culture Centers IKBCC). Dr.
Sandeep Marwah, President of Noida Film City, and the International Chamber of Media and
Entertainment Industry (ICMEI) has been promoting international cultural exchanges and
promoting Indo-Korea relations by hosting Indo-Korea film festivals.
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Statue of Qu::er; Heo Hwang-ok, Next to King Suro's Tomb
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Mangan Island, Gim Hae—Princess Suriratna's Arrival Point
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Tomb of Queen Heo beside that of King Suro, Gim Hae
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Indian Postage Stamps of Queen Heo
Hwang-ok, aka Suriratna

Indian Postagc Stamps of Queen
Heo Hwang-ok, aka Suriratna
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The year 2023-2024 was a very significant year as it marked the 50-year diplomatic relations
and cclebrated as golden jubilee between India and Korea, At the G20 Presidency hosted
by India, we strongly supported the principles and values of India enshrined in 'Vasudhaiy
Kutumbakam' (We are all one family under one God), 'Atithi Devo Bhava' (7he guest i
cquivalent to God), which meet all the criteria by the UN Sustainable Develoj ment Goals
(DG and FSG (Environmental, Social, and Governance). Their realisation word go alony
qat in promoting wortld peace and lmrmnny.

| e

\

Princess Suriratna

The Princess of Ayodhya and Lord Ram’s character are examples that should change the
mindset of people all across the wotld, towards the path of a happy, compassionate and
peaceful world: a symbol of 'one wotld, one earth, one family"
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